
 

 

2 George Street, Suite 2100, Charleston, SC 29401-3506 · Phone (843) 724-3754 · Fax (843) 973-7261 

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES COMMITTEE 
AGENDA 

 
 

There will be a meeting of the Public Works and Utilities Committee on Monday, September 25, 
2017 to begin at 4:00 p.m. in the first floor conference room at 80 Broad Street.  The following 
items will be heard: 

A. Invocation 

B. Approval of Public Works and Utilities Committee Minutes 

May 9, 2017 – DEFERRED 

August 14, 2017 – DEFERRED 

September 13, 2017 – DEFERRED  

C. Request to Set a Public Hearing 

None 

D. Acceptance and Dedication of Rights-of-Way and Easements  

1. Abandonment of a portion of a public drainage easement on Mutual Drive (TMS 
310-06-00-106).   

a. Abandonment of Easement 
b. Plat 

2. Stonoview, Phase 3 - Acceptance and dedication a portion of Private Lefler Drive 
(50-foot right-of-way, [1,733 LF]), a portion of Brunswick Rifle Drive (50-foot right-of-
way, [125 LF]), and Battery Pringle Drive (50-foot right-of-way, [937 LF]). There are 
45 lots. All infrastructure with the exception of sidewalks has been completed, and 
the sidewalks are bonded.  

a. Title to Real Estate 
b. Affidavit for Taxable or Exempt Transfers  
c. Plat   
d. Exclusive Storm Water Drainage Easements 

3. Grand Oaks, Phases 5 and 6 - Acceptance and dedication of Phase 5 - Byrd 
Garden Road (50-foot right-of-way, [667 LF]), Gray Owl Way (50-foot right-of-way, 



 

 

[292 LF]), and Phase 6 – Swiftwater Road (50-foot right-of-way, [353 LF]). There are 
30 lots. All infrastructure with the exception of sidewalks has been completed, and 
the sidewalks are bonded.  

a. Title to Real Estate 
b. Affidavit for Taxable or Exempt Transfers  
c. Plats (2)   
d. Exclusive Storm Water Drainage Easements 

E. Requests for Permanent Encroachments 

None  

F. Temporary Encroachments Approved By The Department of Public Service (For 
information only)  

1. 1910 Bellona Street – installing irrigation encroaching into right-of-way. This 
encroachment is temporary. Approved 9/15, 2017. 

2. 111 Brailsford Street – installing irrigation encroaching into right-of-way. This 
encroachment is temporary. Approved 9/15, 2017. 

3. 169 Brailsford Street – installing irrigation encroaching into right-of-way. This 
encroachment is temporary. Approved 9/15, 2017. 

4. 190 Brailsford Street – installing irrigation encroaching into right-of-way. This 
encroachment is temporary. Approved 9/15, 2017. 

5. 2592 Josiah Street – transfer from contractor – installed irrigation encroaching into 
right-of-way. This encroachment is temporary. Approved 9/15, 2017. 

6. 202 Black Powder Lane – installing irrigation and tying in 6-inch drain pipe to storm 
inlet box encroaching into right-of-way. This encroachment is temporary. Approved 
9/15, 2017. 

7. 1005 St. Andrews Blvd – installing 7-foot chain link fence encroaching into drainage 
easement. This encroachment is temporary. Approved 9/15, 2017. 

8. 572 Wading Place – installing 6-foot wooden fence encroaching into drainage 
easement. This encroachment is temporary. Approved 9/15, 2017. 

9. 1014 St. Andrews Blvd – installing driveway and curb and gutter to replace existing, 
fill embankment, storm drainage with new pond discharge to easement (RCP and 
junction boxes), 4’6”H x 145’L   retaining wall encroaching into drainage easement. 
This encroachment is temporary. Approved 9/15, 2017. 

10. 6 Country Club Road – installed pervious granite pavers affixed to 6-inch concrete 
sub-slab driveway apron encroaching into right-of-way. This encroachment is 
temporary. Approved 9/15, 2017. 

11. 22 Charlotte Street – installing nine 18” x 19” planter pots on sidewalk encroaching 
into right-of-way. This encroachment is temporary. Approved 9/15, 2017.  



 

 

G. Miscellaneous or Other New Business 

An ordinance TO  AMEND THE CODE OF THE CITY OF CHARLESTON CHAPTERS 
7, 12, 13, AND 24 TO UPDATE PERMITTING FEES FOR THE CITY’S BUILDING 
INSPECTIONS DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE AND FIRE 
MARSHAL’S DIVISION OF THE FIRE DEPARMENT. 

a. Ordinance 
b. Building and Fire Permit Fees Schedule 

 
 
Councilmember Rodney Williams 
Chairperson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, people who need alternative formats, 
ASL (American Sign Language) Interpretation or other accommodation please contact Janet 
Schumacher at (843) 577-1389 or email to schumacherj@charleston-sc.gov three business 
days prior to the meeting. 
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TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE CITY OF CHARLESTON CHAPTERS 7, 12, 13, 
AND 24 TO UPDATE PERMITTING FEES FOR THE CITY’S BUILDING 
INSPECTIONS DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE AND 
FIRE MARSHAL’S DIVISION OF THE FIRE DEPARMENT. 
  
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBERS IN CITY 
COUNCIL ASSEMBLED: 

Section 1. Chapter 7, Article II, Section 27 of the Code of the City of Charleston is 
hereby amended by deleting the struck through text and adding thereto the following 
underlined words, which shall read as follows: 

“Sec. 7-27. - Same—Amendments. 

The Code adopted by Section 7-26 of this article is hereby amended as follows:  

Section 101.4.1 Electrical is amended by deleting the same and substituting in its place 
and stead the following:  

Section 101.4.1 (Reserved)  

Section 101.4.4 Plumbing is amended by deleting "The provisions of the International 
Private Sewage Disposal Code shall apply to private sewage disposal systems," with no 
substitution.  

Section 101.4.5 Property Maintenance is amended by deleting the words "International 
Property Maintenance Code" in said section and substituting in their place and stead the 
words "1997 Edition of the Standard Housing Code."  

Section 101.4.7 Energy is amended by deleting the same in its entirety and substituting 
in its place and stead the following:  

Section 101.4.7 (Reserved)  

Section 104 Duties and Powers of Building Official is amended by adding Section 
104.12, which shall read as follows:  

Any requirements necessary for the strength, stability or proper operation of 
an existing or proposed operation of an existing or proposed building, structure, 
electrical, gas, mechanical or plumbing system, or for the public safety, health and 
general welfare, not specifically covered by this or other technical codes, shall be 
determined by the Building Official.  

Section 105 Permits is amended by deleting Section 105.1 through 105.2.3 in their 
entirety and substituting in their place and stead the following Sections 105.1, 105.2 
and 105.2.1 which shall read as follows:  
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Section 105.1 Permit Application  

Any owner, authorized agent, or contractor who desires to construct, enlarge, 
alter, repair, move, demolish, or change the occupancy of a building or structure, 
or to erect, install, enlarge, alter, repair, remove, convert or replace any electrical, 
gas, mechanical or plumbing system, the installation of which is regulated by the 
technical codes, or to cause any such work to be done, shall first make application 
to the building official and obtain the required permit for the work.  

EXCEPTION: Permits shall not be required for the following mechanical work:  

1.  any portable heating appliance;  
2.  any portable ventilation equipment;  
3.  any portable cooling unit;  
4.  any steam, hot or chilled water piping within any heating or cooling equipment 

regulated by this code;  
5.  replacement of any part which does not alter its approval or make it unsafe;  
6.  any portable evaporative cooler;  
7.  any self-contained refrigeration system containing 10 lb (4.54kg) or less of 

refrigerant and actuated by motors of 1 horsepower (746 W) or less.  
 
Section 105.2 Repairs  

Application or notice to the building official is not required for ordinary 
repairs to structures, replacement of lamps or connection of approved portable 
electrical equipment to approved permanently installed receptacles. Such repairs 
shall not include the cutting away of any walls, partitions, or portions thereof, the 
removal or cutting of any structural beam, load bearing support, or the removal or 
change of any required means of egress, or rearrangement of parts of a structure 
affecting the means of egress requirements; nor shall ordinary shall ordinary 
repairs include addition to, alteration of, replacement or relocation of any 
standpipe, water supply sewer, drainage, drain leader, gas, soil, waste, vent or 
similar piping, electrical wiring or mechanical or other work affecting public 
health or general safety.  

Section 105.2.1 Work Authorized  

A building, electrical, gas, mechanical or plumbing permit shall carry with it 
the right to construct or install the work, provided the same are shown on the 
drawings and set forth in the specifications filed with the application for the 
permit. Where these are not shown on the drawings and covered by the 
specifications submitted with the application, separate permits shall be required.  

A permit issued by the building official shall be construed to be authorization 
to proceed with the work in accordance with all the building codes of the City of 
Charleston. The omission of information on the plans or permit application shall 
not be construed as authority to violate, cancel, alter, or set aside any of the 
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provisions of the Code, the compliance of which shall remain the responsibility of 
the applicant and or owner. The Building Official retains the right after issuance of 
the permit to require a correction of errors in plans or in construction, or correction 
of violation of the Codes of the City of Charleston.  

Section 106 Construction Documents is amended by adding the following 
paragraph at the end of Section 106.2 therein, which shall read as follows:  

The ground floor elevation on all buildings shall be a minimum of one (1 ft.) 
foot above existing or proposed street crown at a point measured perpendicular to 
the street at the building point unless side or rear lot slopes are sufficient to 
eliminate all possibility of flooding conditions.  

Section 108 109 Fees is amended by deleting 108109.2 therein in its entirety and 
substituting in its place and stead the following:  

Section 108109.2 Schedule of Permit Fees  

(a)  On all buildings, structures or alterations requiring a permit, as set forth in 
Section 105, fees shall be paid as required at the time of permit issuance, on a 
per building basis, in accordance with fee schedule established and reviewed 
from time to time by the Council. The fee schedule shall be made available to 
the public online at the City’s website, at the Clerk of Council’s office, or at the 
Building Inspections Division of the Department of Public Service.  
 

(b) Where work for which permit is required by this Code is started or proceeded 
with prior to obtaining such permit, the fees herein specified shall be double, but 
the payment of such double fee shall not relieve any persons from fully 
complying with the requirements of this Code in the execution of the work nor 
from any other penalties prescribed herein. If there would have been no other 
fee based on the value of construction and the work started prior to obtaining a 
permit, the minimal fee for the permit shall be fifteen and no/100 ($15.00) 
dollars.  

 
(c) On all buildings, structures, or alterations requiring a building permit, as set 

forth in Section 105, fees shall be paid as required at the time of permit issuance 
on a per building basis., except that no fee other than an application fee shall be 
charged to a homeowner who complies with the following conditions:  

 
(i) The homeowner intends to do all work himself;  
(ii) All work is to be done on the homeowner's dwelling;  
(iii) The total valuation of the work to be done is One Thousand and No/100 

($1,000.00) Dollars or less;  
(iv) No structural changes are involved;  
(v)  No inspection is required; and  
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(vi) The work was not started or proceeded with prior to obtaining a permit.  
 
A homeowner who complies with these provisions may obtain a courtesy permit 
from the Chief Building Official. It shall be unlawful for the homeowner to give 
false information to obtain a courtesy permit. This exception shall not be 
construed to exempt a homeowner from complying with zoning regulations. All 
other persons must pay fees in accordance with the fee schedule established from 
time to time by City Council.  

 
(d)  Plan-Checking Fees: When the valuation of the proposed construction exceeds 

One Thousand and No/100 ($1,000.00) Dollars, and a plan is required to be 
submitted by Section 104.2, a plan-checking fee shall be paid to the Building 
Official at the time of submitting plans and specifications for checking. Such 
plan-checking fee shall be equal to one-half (½) of the building permit fee as set 
by City Council.  

Total 
Valuation  

Fees  

$1,000 and 
less  

No fee, unless inspection required, in which case a $15.00 fee for each 
inspection shall be charged.  

$1,000 to  
$50,000  

$15.00 for the first $1000.00 plus $5.00 for each additional thousand or 
fraction thereof, to and including $50,000.00.  

$50,000 to  
$100,000  

$260.00 for the first $50,000.00 plus $4.00 for each additional thousand or 
fraction thereof, to and including $100,000.00.  

$100,000 to  
$500,000  

$460.00 for the first $100,000.00 plus $3.00 for each additional thousand or 
fraction thereof, to and including $500,000.00.  

$500,000 and 
up  

$1,660.00 for the first $500,000.00 plus $2.00 for each additional thousand 
or fraction thereof.  

  

Moving Fees: For the moving of any building or structure, the fee shall be 
$100.00  

Demolition Fees: For the demolition of any building or structure the fee shall be:  

0 up to 100,000 cubic feet ..... $50.00  

100,000 cubic feet and over ..... $0.50/1,000 cubic feet  
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Re-Inspection Fees: A re-inspection fee of $20.00 may be charged when re-
inspection is required as a result of the permit holder having failed to meet the 
requirements of the applicable code during initial inspection.  

The above fees may be increased by the Chief Building Official on four (4) 
weeks notice in writing to the Clerk of City Council who shall transmit such 
proposal to the members of City Council.”  

Section 2. Chapter 7, Article III, Section 46(b) of the Code of the City of Charleston 
is hereby amended by deleting the struck through text and adding thereto the following 
underlined words, which shall read as follows: 

“ARTICLE III. - GAS  

Sec. 7-46. - Adoption of International Fuel Gas Code. 

(b) The code adopted by section 7-47 of this article is hereby amended as 
follows:  
Section 106.5.2 106.6 Fee Schedule is amended by adding the following: 

Fees shall be charged in accordance with the fee schedule established and  
reviewed from time to time by the Council. The fee schedule shall be made 
available to the public online at the City’s website, at the Clerk of Council’s 
office or at the Building Inspections Division of the Department of Public 
Service.adding the following:  

Ten dollars ($10.00) for one (1) to four (4) gas outlets.  

One dollar ($1.00) for each additional outlet thereafter.  

Re-Inspection Fees. A re-inspection fee of $20.00 may be charged when re-
inspection is required as a result of the permit holder having failed to meet the 
requirements of the applicable code during initial inspection.”  

Section 3. Chapter 7, Article V, Section 141(b) of the Code of the City of Charleston 
is hereby amended by deleting the struck through text and adding thereto the following 
underlined words, which shall read as follows: 

 Sec. 7-141. - Adopted. 

 (b) The code adopted by section 7-141 of this article is hereby amended as 
follows:  

106.5.2 109.2 Fee Schedule is amended by adding the following:  

Fees shall be charged in accordance with the fee schedule established and 
reviewed from time to time by the Council. The fee schedule shall be made 
available to the public online at the City’s website, at the Clerk of Council’s 
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office or at the Building Inspections Division of the Department of Public 
Service. Ten dollars ($10.00) for issuing the permit.  

Fee for inspecting heating ventilating ductwork, air conditioning and 
refrigeration system shall be $10.00 for the first $1000.00, or fraction thereof, 
of valuation of the installation plus $2.00 for each additional $1000.00 or 
fraction thereof.  

Re-Inspection Fees. A re-inspection fee of $20.00 may be charged when re-
inspection is required as a result of the permit holder having failed to meet the 
requirements of the applicable code during initial inspection.”  

Section 4. Chapter 12, Article III, Section 33 of the Code of the City of Charleston is 
hereby amended by deleting the struck through text and adding thereto the following 
underlined words, which shall read as follows: 

“Sec. 12-33. - Inspection fFees; amount; payment before commencement of work. 

If a permit, as required in section 12-31, shall be granted, the applicant, prior to 
beginning the work, shall pay to the city treasurer the inspection a fees charged in 
accordance with the fee schedule established and reviewed from time to time by the 
Council. The fee schedule shall be made available to the public online at the City’s 
website, at the Clerk of Council’s office or at the Building Inspections Division of the 
Department of Public Service.  as established by the city council from time to time.” 

Section 5. Chapter 13, Article III, Section 76(b) of the Code of the City of Charleston 
is hereby amended by deleting the said sub-section in its entirety and renumbering sub-
section 76(c) to sub-section 76(b).   

Section 6. Chapter 13, Article III, of the Code of the City of Charleston is hereby 
amended by adding thereto a new section 13-81 which shall read as follows: 

Section 13-81. Permit and Plan Review Fees 

(a) The code adopted by section 13-76 of this article identifies operational and 
construction permits required by the Fire Code, these permits may be instituted by the 
Chief Fire Marshal as necessary to provide for fire prevention and safety. 

(b) Additional permits or plan review requirements may be established by Chief Fire 
Marshal as necessary to protect life and property. 

(c) Fees shall be charged in accordance with the fee schedule established and 
reviewed from time to time by the Council. A schedule of Ppermit and plan review 
fees will be approved by City Council and published by the jurisdiction and subject to 
periodic modification.  A current fee schedule shall be maintained on file in the offices 
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of the city clerk and fire code official, where it shall be available for public inspection. 
shall be made available to the public online at the City’s website, at the Clerk of 
Council’s office, or at the Fire Marshal’s Office of the Fire Department.  
 
(d) Re-inspection fees will be approved by City Council and shall be charged in 
accordance with the fee schedule established and reviewed from time to time by the 
Council. The fee schedule shall be made available to the public online at the City’s 
website, at the Clerk of Council’s office, or at the Fire Marshal’s Office of the Fire 
Department. published by the jurisdiction and subject to period modification.  A re-
inspection fee may be charged when re-inspection is required as a result of the permit 
holder having failed to meet the requirements of the applicable code during initial 
inspection, failing to properly prepare for the requested inspection, or failure to correct 
items cited during a previous inspection.” 

Section 7. Chapter 24, Article II, Section 16(b) of the Code of the City of Charleston 
is hereby amended by deleting the struck through text and adding thereto the following 
underlined words, which shall read as follows: 

“Sec. 24-16. - Adopted. 

(b) The code adopted by section 24-16 of this article is hereby amended by 
adding the following:  

Section 106.56 Permit Issuance. No permit shall be issued to an applicant 
who is not a licensed plumber, unless the applicant is the owner and resident of the 
premises and is seeking a permit only for traditional plumbing applications, 
excluding gas.  

Section 106.6.2 Fee Schedule.  

Fees shall be charged in accordance with the fee schedule established and 
reviewed from time to time by the Council. The fee schedule shall be made 
available to the public online at the City’s website, at the Clerk of Council’s office 
or at the Building Inspections Division of the Department of Public Service. 

Permit Fee ..... Ten Dollars ($10.00)  

Sewer Connection ..... Five Dollars ($5.00)  

Water Connection ..... Five Dollars ($5.00)  

Fixture Fee ..... Two Dollars and fifty cents  

      ($2.50) per fixture  

Re-Inspection Fees. A re-inspection fee of $20.00 may be charged when re-
inspection is required as a result of the permit holder having failed to meet the 
requirements of the applicable code during initial inspection. ” 
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Section 8. The fee schedule of permit fees amended by this Ordinance is attached 
hereto.  
 
Section 9. This Ordinance shall become effective as of January 1, 2018. 
 

Ratified in City Council this ____ day of 
_____________, in the Year of Our Lord, 2017, and in 
the ______ Year of the Independence of the United 
States of America. 

 
BY: 
__________________________________________ 
John J. Tecklenburg  
Mayor, City of Charleston 

 
 
   
ATTEST:    BY:       
     _________________________________________ 
     Vanessa Turner-Maybank 
     Clerk of Council 
 
 
 
  
 



CITY OF CHARLESTON, SC 

 
BUILDING AND FIRE PERMIT FEES SCHEDULE 
APPROVED BY ORDINANCE NO. 2017 -  ______* 

 
Building Permit Fees: Single Family Residential New 
Construction** 
 
Building permit fees for single family residential new construction are based on valuation of 
construction.  Construction valuation is determined by the City’s Building Official, based on the 
most current Building Valuation Data, Square Foot Construction Costs, as published by the 
International Code Council. Upon determination of the valuation, the Building Official will set 
the amount of the permit fee according to the following fee schedule.   
 
There is a fee waiver of 100% for all building permit fees required for new construction of single 
family detached residences used only as Affordable Housing as that term is defined in Chapter 
54 of the Code of the City of Charleston (Zoning Ordinance) and so certified by the City’s 
Department of Housing and Economic Development. Requests for fee waivers should be 
submitted to the Building Inspections Division of the Department of Public Service.    
 
  
  
Application Fee $40.00.  

$1000 or less $40.00 application fee. 

1,001 to $50,000 
$15.00 for the first $1,000.00 plus $5.00 for 
each additional thousand or fraction thereof, 
to and including $50,000. 

50,001 to $100,000 
$260.00 for the first $50,000 plus $4.00 for 
each additional thousand or fraction thereof, 
to and including $100,000. 



100,001 to $500,000 
$460.00 for the first $100,000 plus $3.00 
for each additional thousand or fraction 
thereof, to and including $500,000. 

500,001 and up 
$1660.00 for the first $500,000 plus $2.00 
for each additional thousand or fraction 
thereof. 

Demolition Based on valuation. 

Plan Review Fee Equal to 50% of building permit fee. 

** EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1 ,  2018  

 

Sub-Permit Fees:** 

Electrical Permits** 

Application Fee $40.00. (A $40.00 application fee is in 
addition to the fees set out below.) 

New or Upgrade Services $.25 per amp. 

Electrical Safety $30.00. 

Temp Pole $40.00 (No application fee.) 

 



 

Fuel Gas Permits** 

Application Fee $40.00. (A $40.00 application fee is in 
addition to the fees set out below.) 

One to Four Outlets $10.00.  

Each Additional Outlet$2.00. 

  

Mechanical Permits** 

Application Fee $40.00. (A $40.00 application fee is in 
addition to the fees set out below.) 

Heating, Ventilating Duct
$10.00 for the first $1,000 of value and 
$2.00 for each additional $1,000 of value 
or fraction thereof. 

  

Plumbing Permits** 

Application Fee $40.00. (A $40.00 
application fee is 
in addition to the 



fees set out below.) 

Each Plumbing Fixture $3.50. 

Each House Sewer (new/repair) $10.00. 

Each Water Heater and/or Vent $10.00. 

** EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1 ,  2018  

 
Fire Permit & Plan Review Fees: Operational and Construction 
Permits For Fire Protection Systems and Fire Code Required 
Permits** 

 
Fire permit and plan review fees for operational and construction permits for fire protection 
systems and required fire permits are based on the size and complexity of the specific permit 
application and the projected time to complete plans review and inspection(s).  Permit 
applications will be divided into Levels, based on the specifications determined by the City’s 
Chief Fire Marshal, and applied to the permit and plan review fee. Upon determination of the 
Level of the project, the Chief Fire Marshal will set the amount of the permit fee, which includes 
the cost of the application, the plan review fee, and the permit inspection fee according to the 
following fee schedule.  Worked conducted without a permit or approval may result in doubling 
of the total permit fee.  
  
Application Fee $40.00.  

 
Fire Plan Review 

Provides the initial review and up to one additional review of 
resubmitted documents.  Additional reviews will be assessed based 

on the Additional Plan Review fee schedule in the next table. 

Level 1 $32.61 



Level 2 $48.92 

Level 3 $97.83 

Level 4 $130.44 

Level 5 $195.66 

 

Additional Fire Plan Review 

Provides for up to two additional reviews.   

Level 1 $32.61 

Level 2 $48.92 

Level 3 $97.83 

Level 4 $130.44 

Level 5 $195.66 

 

Fire Permit Inspection Fees 

Fee adjusted by the number of floors impacted by the work area 
unless each floor is permitted separately 

1 $32.61  N/A  

2 $48.92 X Number of floors impacted  

3 $97.83 X Number of floors impacted 

4 $130.44 X Number of floors impacted 

5 $195.66 X Number of floors impacted 

 

 

Fire Permit Re-Inspection Fees 

Fee adjusted by the number of floors impacted by the work area 
unless each floor is permitted separately 

Applied upon failure of the requested inspection 



1 $32.61  N/A  

2 $48.92 X Number of floors impacted  

3 $65.22 X Number of floors impacted 

4 $81.53 X Number of floors impacted 

5 $97.83 X Number of floors impacted 
 

*   ALL OTHER PERMIT FEES ARE NOT AMENDED BY THIS ORDINANCE.  

**EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1 ,  2018 .  
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